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144 Srijan Social Sciences TRM 6

1. Diversity
Answers to Assessment Corner

Oral Assignment

 A. 1. approximately 600 2. Kerala 3. 2002 4. St. Thomas 5. 1 November 1956

Written Assignment
 B. 1.  a 2. c 3. a 4. a 5. a 6. d
 C. 1.  southern 2. rice 3. Kathakali 4. Kochi 5. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
 D. 1. There are several differences among the people which we can make out at a glance. 

This state of being different or being unique is known as diversity.
   Here, difference does not mean that every person does different things, it means doing 

the same things differently. 
  2. Diversities give a collective strength and must be used for sustainable development, as 

stated in the ‘September Declaration’ held at Johannesburg in September 2002. 
  3. The culture of the nation is facing three main challenges. These are: globalisation, 

illiteracy and terrorism.
  4.	 Rice	and	fish
  5. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
  6. India has a strong unity in diversity. All regions celebrate the harvest festivals in their 

own style. In Punjab, it is called Baisakhi, in Kerala, Onam, in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, 
Makarsankranti and in Tamil Nadu, Pongal. The most unique feature, in spite of having 
different languages, religions and food habits, is the unity we have in India. We also 
have an interdependence of communities, where each depends on the other for 
various needs. There are trade relations between the nations which bring economic 
development. 

Think Tank
 E. 1. Illiterate people are easily motivated by separatists and other enemies of the nation. 

Therefore, illiteracy is a threat to the unity.
  2. Imbalanced growth in the country gives birth to regionalism which is a threat to the 

unity in a diverse country like India.
 F. 1.  Foreigner 2. Vasco-da-Gama 3. Thiruvananthapuram
  4. Netaji Subhash International Airport
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2. Discrimination and Equality
Answers to Assessment Corner

Oral Assignment

 A. 1. False 2. False 3. True 4. False 5. True

Written Assignment
 B. 1.  d 2. c 3. c 4. b 5. a
 C. 1.  Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 2. equally 3. stereotype 4. untouchability 5. secular
 D. 1.  Prejudice 2. Stereotype view 3. Casteism 4. Fundamental Rights
 E. 1.  PREJUDICE 2. STEREOTYPE 3. PREJUDICE 4. PREJUDICE 5. STEREOTYPE
 F. 1.  c 2. d 3. b 4. e 5. a
 G. 1.  The aim of Fundamental Rights, described in our Constitution, is to protect people 

against discrimination and inequality. Part III of the Constitution of our country contains 
provisions	to	fight	all	forms	of	discrimination	including	those	which	are	based	on	race,	
caste or descent.

  2. Through reservation.
  3. Not touching a person considering him/her a member of lower class people.
  4. Employing labourers without paying wages.
  5. The word, ‘prejudice’ means ‘attitudes’ or ‘opinions’ about a person, or a group 

belonging to a particular religion, race or nationality.
  6. A	‘stereotype’	is	a	fixed	general	image	of	a	person.	Stereotypes	prevent	us	from	looking	

at the qualities of each person as a unique individual. 
  7. The citizens are ensured equality by the government using the Fundamental Rights.
  8. ‘Discrimination’ means not allowing people to participate in social activities and 

restricting their access to work due to their caste, creed and race.
  9. Poor	people	are	often	treated	differently	in	offices,	schools,	hospitals,	etc.	Poor	people	

are the worst exploited section in India. 
  10. All the citizens can have admission into any educational institutions maintained by 

the state or receiving aid out of the state funds without being discriminated on the 
grounds of caste, race creed and religion.

Think Tank
 H. Education makes one rational and free from all prejudices. 
 I. 1.  Constitution 2. The State Government 3. The so-called lower class people
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3. Discrimination and Equality
Answers to Assessment Corner

Oral Assignment

 A. 1. The Executive. 2. A court ( judiciary). 3. A government. 4. The government

Written Assignment

 B. 1.  a 2. b 3. c 4. c 5. c
 C. 1.  Parliament 2. monarchy 3. 1954
 D. 1.  d 2. a 3. c 4. b
 E. 1.  The term ‘government’ refers to the ‘political system by which the society consisting of 

a group of people is governed’. 
  2. A representative democracy is the democracy where people choose their representatives 

through elections. 
  3. The government’s role is manifold. It looks after the welfare of the people by taking up 

projects for providing health services, education and security.
  (i) It takes up projects like constructing roads, dams and provides clean drinking 

water and electricity.
  (ii) It frames laws, maintains law and order and punishes those, who do not abide by 

the law.
  (iii) It maintains peaceful relations with other countries.
	 	 	 It	 takes	relief	measures	 for	 the	people	affected	by	natural	disasters,	such	as	floods,	

earthquakes, etc.
  4. Monarchy Democracy

A king/queen is the head of the law 
– making body, the executive and the 
judiciary.

In a democracy, the law – making body, the 
executive and the judiciary enjoy freedom 
and are separated.

All the powers of the nation lie with the 
king or the queen. 

Power is divided and specifically distributed.

The power to make decisions lies with the 
king/queen.

Respective heads of the departments 
make or take decisions.

A monarch is above the law. The king/
queen is not answerable to the people for 
any decision taken by him/her.

Nobody is above the law rather everybody 
is answerable.

When the king/queen dies, the power 
automatically passes to his successor who 
becomes the king/queen.

The successor to the head of the 
government is decided through an election.

Power is centralised. Power is decentralised.

There is no freedom of expressing opinions. There is freedom of expressing opinions.
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  5. There are different types of government. These are as follows:
   Democratic Government: In a democratic form of government, the representatives 

of the people run the government. Citizens exercise their rights to vote and thereby 
choose their representatives. 

   Monarchical Government: In the case of a monarchy, all the powers lie with the king 
or the queen, who is the head of the government and the power to make on lake 
decisions lie with the king, who is called Monarch. A monarch is above the law. 

   Dictatorial Government: In a dictatorial government, one person heads the government 
and rules it on the basis of his own wish, without paying any attention to the wishes of 
the people. 

   Parliamentary Government: In the parliamentary form of government, the executive 
emerges from the legislature which is called the union of power. The executive in the 
parliamentary form of government is based on the party support in the legislature. 

   Federal Government: In the federal form of government, power is divided into smaller 
units, each having its own government and also supervised by the central government. 

  6. Let us compare the three main types of government and decide which is the best and 
why.

Monarchy Democracy Dictatorial
A king/queen is the head of 
the law-making body, the 
executive and the judiciary.

In a democracy, the law-
making body, the executive 
and the judiciary enjoy 
freedom and are separated.

A person is the head of 
the law-making body, the 
executive and the judiciary. 
His/Her word is the rule.

All the powers of the nation 
lie with the king or the 
queen. 

Power is divided and 
specifically distributed.

All the powers of the nation 
lie with the head of the 
person. 

The power to make or take 
decisions lie with the king 
or the queen.

Respective heads of the 
departments make or take 
decisions.

The power to make or take 
decisions lie with the same 
person.

A monarch is above the 
law. The king/queen is not 
answerable to the people 
for any decisions taken by 
him/her. 

Nobody is above the 
law, rather everybody is 
answerable.

The head of the nation 
is above the law. He/She 
is not answerable to the 
people for any decision 
taken by him/her. 

When the king/queen dies, 
the power automatically 
passes to his successor, who 
becomes the king/queen.

The successor to the head of 
the government is decided 
through an election.

When the person dies, 
the power passes to his 
successor or any other 
person nominated by him/
her.

Power is centralised. Power is decentralised. Power is centralised.
There is no freedom of 
expressing opinions.

There is freedom of 
expressing opinions.

There is no freedom of 
expressing opinions.

   From the above comparisons, it is clear that democracy is the best type of government, 
for it allows the election process and allows the right to express one’s opinions.
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  7. Let us compare the three main types of governments and decide which is the worst 
and why.

Monarchy Democracy Dictatorial
A king/queen is the head of 
the law-making body, the 
executive and the judiciary.

In a democracy, the law-
making body, the executive 
and the judiciary enjoy 
freedom and are separated.

A person is the head of 
the law-making body, the 
executive and the judiciary. 
His/Her word is the rule.

All the powers of the nation 
lie with the king or the 
queen. 

Power is divided and 
specifically distributed.

All the powers of the nation 
lie with the head of the 
person. 

The power to make or take 
decisions lie with the king/
queen.

Respective heads of the 
departments make or take 
decisions.

The power to make or take 
decisions lie with the same 
person.

A monarch is above the 
law. The king/queen is not 
answerable to the people 
for any decision taken by 
him/her.

Nobody is above the 
law; rather everybody is 
answerable.

The head of the nation 
is above the law. He/She 
is not answerable to the 
people for any decision 
taken by him/her.

When the king/queen dies, 
the power automatically 
passes to his successor who 
becomes the king/queen.

The successor to the head of 
the government is decided 
through an election.

When the person dies, 
the power passes to his/
her successor, or any other 
person nominated by him/
her.

Power is centralised. Power is decentralised. Power is centralised.
There is no freedom of 
expressing opinions.

There is freedom of 
expressing opinions.

There is no freedom of 
expressing opinions.

   From the above comparison, it is clear that both monarchy and dictatorship are the 
worst types of government, for both of them do not allow an election process and the 
right to express opinions.

Think Tank

 F. 1. In a direct democracy, all the people take part in decision-making which is possible in 
a village, where only a few hundred people live, but not possible in a country, where 
millions of people live.

  2. India is full of diversities. Regional interests are brought into light by many regional 
political parties. Hence, a multiparty system is more suitable in India.

  3. The success of democracy depends on the awareness of the people. People must have 
an eco-political sense to judge a government.

  4. The prosperity of a nation depends upon both the government and the citizen. Any 
one of them alone cannot do any good.

 G. 1.  CENTRAL 2. DEFENCE 3. ELECTION 4. PARLIAMENT 5. COURT
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4. Elements of a Government
Answers to Assessment Corner

Oral Assignment

 A. 1. True 2. False 3. False 4. True 5. True 6. False

Written Assignment
 B. 1.  b 2. d 3. b 4. d 5. a
 C. 1.  representatives 2. governments 3. Central Government
  4. Coalition 5. untouchability
 D. 1. South Africa is a country inhabited by various races. A few years ago, a policy of racial 

discrimination was followed which was called the Apartheid. It means separateness 
between the white-skinned people and the dark-skinned people.

  2. The freedom of people is protected by giving them the right to elect and re-elect the 
government. The people can use the media for expressing their opinions. At times, 
they indulge in strikes, rallies and protests in order to express their views about the 
government. People can go to a court if their rights are violated.

  3. Women, people of all the religions and people, who are economically weak are given 
equal rights to vote and participate in the policy making of the government. The 
reservation of seats in the parliament proves that women, SCs and STs are also given 
equal rights.

  4. Through elections and public opinions.
  5. Laws	 have	 been	made	 to	 solve	 all	 conflicts	 and	differences	which	 are	 clearly	 spelt	

in	 the	Constitution	of	 India.	 If	 any	 conflict	 arises;	 the	people,	 the	government,	 any	
organisation, etc., may go to the court for a solution. All the parties are legally bound 
to abide by a court’s verdict. 

  6. The following elements function against peaceful existence.
   An intolerant majority can destroy the democratic structure based on freedom and equality.
   The citizens should be disciplined and should respect the decisions of the majority.
   Unorganised and indisciplined political parties can hinder the smooth formation and 

functioning of the government.
   The existence of social or economic inequality on the basis of caste, gender, religion, 

etc., functions against peaceful existence.
  7. The Constitution of India treats all its citizens equally without any discrimination 

based on caste, creed or sex. The Constitution of India has banned the practice of 
untouchability which is considered a social evil.

  8. In India, we have equal justice. The Constitution of India treats all its citizens equally 
without any discrimination based on caste, creed or sex. The Constitution of India 
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has banned the practice of untouchability which is considered as a social evil. All the 
accused have the right to say his/her words before the court. There is a provision that 
a court can appoint a lawyer to represent a poor, who cannot appoint a lawyer at his/
her own cost. 

   Women, SCs and STs are given equal rights to vote and participate in the policy making 
of the government. The reservation of seats in the Parliament proves that the women, 
the SCs and the STs also have equal rights.

Think Tank
 E. 1. Everyone and every institution in India is bound to obey the verdict of the Supreme 

Court because it is the highest court in India.
  2. A court is made to administer justice and to solve problems. So the people should 

accept the verdict of a court.
  3.	 Through	regular	elections,	public	opinion	is	reflected	and	people	also	get	a	scope	to	

elect the government.
 F. 1.  Media 2. Nelson Mandela 3. Raja Rammohan Roy and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
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5. Panchayati Raj
Answers to Assessment Corner

Oral Assignment

 A. 1.  three 2. Zila Parishad 3. 5 years 4. Sarpanch

Written Assignment

 B. 1.  d 2. c 3. b 4. d 5. a 6. b
 C. 1.  Gram Pradhan/Sarpanch 2. Gram Panchayat 3. Nyaya Panchayat
  4.  State Government 5. Panchayat Samiti 6.	fine
 D. 1.  Panchayat Samiti 2. Gram Sabha 3. Panchayati Raj
 E. 1.  The Panchayati Raj is a system of self-government in the rural areas. It aims at rural 

development by involving the rural community. A three-tier system of Panchayati Raj 
has been initiated at the village level. At the root, that is village level, there is the Gram 
Panchayat, at the block level, there is the Panchayat Samiti which is also called Janpad 
Panchayat and at the top level, there is the District Panchayat or the Zila Parishad. 
Together, they are called the Panchayati Raj.

  2. Gram Sabha means an assembly of villagers. All the adults, who have attained the age 
of 18 years have the right to vote and are the members of the Gram Sabha. Each village 
has one Gram Sabha. Sometimes, two or three small villages are combined under one 
Gram Sabha. A Gram Sabha is the general body meeting at the village level. 

  3. The functions of the Gram Panchayat are as follows:
  (i) Maintaining water sources, roads, street lighting and drainage system
  (ii) Development of agriculture, education, health and sanitation
  (iii) To ensure welfare of children, social justice, settling disputes and creating 

employment opportunities
  (iv) To charge and collect taxes, tolls and fees locally
  (v) To organise sports, opening up of health centres and immunisation programmes
	 	 (vi)	 To	maintain	and	issue	the	birth	and	death	certificates
  4. The function of the Nyaya Panchayat is to listen to the petty cases like thefts, family 

disputes	 and	 other	 small	 issues.	 It	 can	 impose	 a	 fine	 up	 to	`100 but cannot send 
anyone to the prison. It helps in solving issues faster, with almost no cost and with 
simple	ways.	However,	if	a	person	is	dissatisfied,	he/she	can	go	to	the	higher	courts.

  5. The Gram Panchayat gets its income through the following:
  (i) Taxes on houses, shops
  (ii) Sale of properties
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  (iii) Funds given by the state governments
  (iv) Funds raised through donations given by the villages and the Nyaya Panchayats
  6. The Secretary of the Gram Panchayat
  7. The Panchayati Raj aims to encourage the participation of the people. The Ministry of 

the Panchayati Raj offers awards for the best panchayat in the state. It grants funds 
and works for the growth, development and training of the panchayats.

Think Tank

 F. 1.  The Gram Sabha checks the functions and activities of the Gram Panchayat. 
  2.	 The	Panchayat	Secretary	is	a	permanent	post	and	he/she	is	a	government	officer.
 G. 1.		 A	civil	service	officer	appointed	by	the	State	Government.
  2.  The Zila Sabhadhipati
  3. Nyaya Panchayat can be challenged. It can be challenged in the Subdivisional/District 

Court
  4.  The State Government
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6. District Administration
Answers to Assessment Corner

Oral Assignment

 A. 1. District Collector 2. 2005 3. Superintendent of Police
  4. The Register of Harvest Inspection

Written Assignment

 B. 1. c 2. c 3. c 4. d
 C. 1.  Kanungo 2. SHO 3. District Magistrate 4. Chief Executive Engineer
  5.  police stations
 D. 1.	 Land	record	officer	or	the	Patwari.
  2. As the head of the district administration, the District Collector supervises all the 

functions of the district administration.
  3. It is a usual practice of dividing the agricultural land among the sons excluding the 

daughter(s) in the family. Similarly, when it is a question of inheritance of property, it 
is	generally	the	sons,	who	are	benefited.	In	order	to	remove	this	discrimination,	the	
government	modified	the	inheritance	law.	It	is	called	the	Hindu	Succession	Amendment	
Act, 2005 which came into force on the 9th September, 2005. As per the law, the 
daughter(s) are made to inherit property at par with son(s). The act also gives the right 
to all the daughters to seek equal share in the family property.

  4. Districts are divided and subdivided as Tehsils and Talukas, etc. They are taken care by 
the Tehsildars, Kanungos, Lekhpals or Patwaris. 

  5. It is important to maintain law and order in a country. The police force help to maintain 
law and order in the country. This is needed to prevent crimes.

  6. A written complaint, lodged in a police station against any crime, is called an FIR. An 
FIR is an important document. It is only after the FIR is registered in the police station 
that the police will start the investigation of the crime or the case. The FIR stands for 
First Information Report. 

  7.	 The	highest	police	officer	 in	a	district	 is	the	Superintendent	of	Police.	All	 the	police	
stations in the district work under the command of the Superintendent of Police.

Think Tank

 E. 1. In India, the land is an important source of livelihood and revenue. Therefore, the 
government keeps its records.

  2. Through this law (The Hindu Succession Amendment Act, 2005), Hindu women have 
got their rights in their properties of their parents.

 F. 1.  Tehsil and Taluka 2. Lekhpal 3.	The	Circle	Revenue	Officer	



154 Srijan Social Sciences TRM 6

  4.		 Different	officers	in	different	charges,	e.g.,	District	Civil	Surgeon	and	the	Chief	Medical	
Officer	(CMO)	in	Government	Hospitals.
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7. District Administration
Answers to Assessment Corner

Oral Assignment

 A. 1. True 2. False 3. False 4. False 5. True

Written Assignment
 B. 1.  c 2. c 3. a 4. c 5. c
 C. 1.  more than twenty thousand 2. women 3. Municipal Corporation
  4.  Chairman 5. the people living in the towns
 D. 1.  e 2. c 3. d 4. a 5. b
 E. 1.  The main task of a local government in the cities and towns is to look after the welfare 

of the people. They look after the following:
  (i) Sanitation facilities
	 	 (ii)	 Water	purification	and	supply
  (iii) Garbage clearance and waste management
  2. The Councillors are the elected representatives to a Municipality or a Municipal 

Corporation.
  3. The members of the Municipal Corporation are elected through adult franchise for a 

term	period	of	five	years.	The	city	is	divided	into	different	wards	and	from	each	ward	
one member is elected, who is called a Ward Councillor. The number of the elected 
members is usually between 50 and 100. 

  4. The main functions or tasks of a Municipal Corporation is to look after the welfare of 
the people in the cities and towns. They look after the following:

  (i) Sanitation facilities 
	 	 (ii)	 Water	purification	and	supply
  (iii) Garbage clearance and waste management
  (iv) Maintenance of roads, streets, streetlights, parks and stations
  (v) Providing public utilities and health services
  (vi) Registering births and deaths
   Apart from the above, they have to do garbage collections, undertake immunisations 

and	vaccination	programmes	as	well	as	maintain	fire	brigades.
  5. A Deputy Mayor of a Municipal Corporation is elected by the elected councillors of the 

Municipal Corporation.
  6. A Municipal Commissioner executes the works of preparing the annual budget.
  7. A Municipal Corporation gets money from the following sources:
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  (i) Tax on land called the property tax
  (ii) Taxes on goods coming in the cities called the Octroi duty and on the entry of 

vehicles in the cities called the toll tax
  (iii) Tax on business and occupations 
  (iv) Tax on public lighting and hygiene facilities
  (v) Water tax, vehicle tax, education tax
  (vi) Rent collected from buildings owned by the Municipal Corporation
	 	(vii)	 Fees	for	issuing	birth	and	death	certificates	
   It also gets grants from the government. It charges on the sale of land and entertainments.
  8. The citizens	 of	 a	 city	 or	Municipal	 Corporation	 can	 protest	 against	 the	 insufficient	

services provided to them by the Municipal Corporation. People can protest and sign a 
petition and give it to the Councillor, who in turn can take the matter to the Municipal 
Corporation. If the demand is not met, they can even go to the city court for justice. 

Think Tank
 F. 1. A self-government is the essence of democracy in a town or a city. A self-government 

helps the people to participate in the governance of a town or a city.
  2. A Municipality is a part of the State Government. A Municipality exercises many 

developmental projects of the State Government. Therefore, the State Government 
helps	a	Municipality	financially.

 G. 1.  Voters of the Ward 2. Five Years 3. House Tax or Property Tax
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8. Rural Livelihood
Answers to Assessment Corner

Oral Assignment

 A. 1. Agriculture 2. In the hilly regions

Written Assignment
 B. 1.  a 2. a 3. c 4. a 5. d
 C. 1.  agricultural labourers 2. rain 3. rainy season 4. NGOs 5. coast
 D. 1. The word ‘livelihood’ refers to the work people do to earn their living. In the rural 

areas, agriculture is the main source of livelihood. There are other sources of livelihood 
which	people	take	up,	such	as:	fishing,	poultry	farming	and	animal	husbandry.	

  2. The word ‘productivity’ refers to the produced goods and crops. Farmers produce 
foodgrains, dairy products and other things like eggs, meat, etc. 

  3. People in the rural areas depend on the moneylenders to borrow money. The 
moneylenders cheat the borrowers. They are often at the mercy of the moneylenders, 
who	charge	heavy	interests	at	times.	To	help	the	rural	people	financially,	the	government	
provides rural credits through several regional rural banks and cooperative banks. 
These banks are headed by the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(NABARD). 

  4. NGOs are the Non-governmental Organisations which are created legally by private 
organisations without any participation or regulation of any government body. Many 
NGOs have taken the responsibility of educating children in villages and slum areas by 
rendering free education and involving them in cultural activities.

 E. 1. The rural livelihood refers to the professions that are performed by the rural people. 
In the rural areas, agriculture is the main source of livelihood. Some other sources are 
fishing,	poultry	farming	and	animal	husbandry.	

  2. The main profession of the farmers is farming that is producing food grains. A few 
farmers	have	rice	mills,	flour	mills	and	brick	mills,	and	also	engage	in	moneylending	
and	trading.	Many	farmers	also	practise	animal	husbandry	and	fishing.

  3. Poverty is the worst problem of the village people. Many villages have neither primary 
schools nor health centres. Many villages have neither electricity nor safe drinking 
water.

  4. A moneylender lends farmers money at very high interest during the lean seasons.
  5. The government provides rural credits through several rural and cooperative banks. 

The government provides credit, training and equipment to the rural people to set up 
cottage industries, such as basket-making, wood work and weaving.

Think Tank
 F. 1. India is an agricultural country where most of the people depend on agriculture for 

their livelihood due to the absence of permanent employment in industries and service 
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sectors.
  2. Moneylenders charge high rate for the loans they give to the poor farmers and 

fishermen.	The	poor	farmers	and	fishermen	are	illiterate,	therefore,	they	are	cheated	
easily.

  3. After the sowing of seeds and before the harvesting, demand for labour in agriculture 
falls which creates seasonal unemployment.

 G. 1.  Harvester. 2. Trawler. 
  3.	 This	is	because	the	weather	becomes	foul	and	rains	make	it	difficult	for	fishing.	
  4.  Making of cane furniture 5. Do it yourself.
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9. Urban Livelihood
Answers to Assessment Corner

Oral Assignment
 A. 1. True 2. True 3. False 4. True 5. False

Written Assignment
 B. 1.  a 2. c 3. c 4. c 5. d
 C. 1.  commuters 2. Landless 3. Casual 4. Safety
 D. 1.  Owners 2. Government employees 3. Industrialists 4. Porters/Coolies
  5. Professionals
 E. 1. High, Medium and Low income groups
  2.	 Government	offices,	private	offices,	shops,	and	work	on	the	roads.
  3.	 A	government	office	is	an	office	where	employees	are	mostly	permanent	and	enjoy	

different facilities.
  4. Hawkers sell goods on the roads.
  5. In some work places, e.g., SEWA in Lucknow, only women are employed. SEWA is 

famous for chikankari embroidery. It gives jobs to the poor and needy women. 
  6. People from villages often migrate to the cities to look for work during the lean seasons.

Think Tank
 F.  Poor people living in cities cannot afford high rents for their houses, and therefore, they 

gather in small areas, mostly roadsides. A family lives in a single room and the houses are 
close to one another.

 G. 1.  Teaching in schools 2. Domestic and International Call Centres 3. Building work
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